Keenan-
True Twﬂwa&w

INSIDE THIS
ISSUE:

Shot & Sprung
Article

NSW Beef Feed- 2
bunk Tour

Managing the 3
Risk of Ryegrass
Staggers

Stress 3

Managing Partial 4
Mixed Rations on

a Pasture Based
Farm

Farm to Farm 6
Fair Trader

SPECIAL
POINTS OF
INTEREST:

Contract Feeding
Services

For more info, call
Frank Harney on
0428511 525

Nick Bullock
& Associates

Specialising in:
- Dairy Effluent
- Farm Planning
- Energy and Water
Audits
For further
information phone
02 6582 6693 or
0422 307 292
or visit
nickbullock.com.au

Recochem Inc.

Caustic Soda available
from Recochem Inc.
For current prices con-
tact 1800 077 168 Aus-
tralia wide
or visit
recochem.com.au

Nourishing News

VOLUME 1,

ISSUE |

IST DECEMBER

2010

WELCOME back to Nourishing News!

To benefit our valued customers, we have re-launched our newsletter. It is filled with
practical information from our nutrition team for your farming business asa well as
keeping you up to date with the latest specials and news from Keenan.

Please complete the form on Page 5 to advise us of your preferred means of receiving

Nourishing News.

Shot and Sprung Grain

2010 what a good year, has it
been too good?! Are we facing
a weather affected harvest?
We've already seen trying
conditions for haymaking.
What issues will we face as
end users of grain if a sug-
gested wet harvest does come
to fruition? The first scenario
which will be faced will be
shot and sprung grain and
secondly if the weather con-
tinues to be unkind Mycotox-
ins can appear and cause fur-
ther problems.

So what issues will we be
faced with? Unfortunately for
the grain grower it will be
worth less. We've all heard
the saying “You get what
you pay for”, it is cheap for a
reason but what impact will
this have feeding it to stock
for production purposes?
Shot & sprung occurs when an
excess of moisture at the
point of maturity is available
for the grain to semi-imbibe
(absorb moisture) at this point
the germination process has
started where-by in severe
cases a visible sprout can be
seen however generally the
swelling of the seed cracking
the seed coat often occurs.
Initially (day I) 30% more me-
tabolisable energy (ME) can be
present as the starch through

the germination process is
converted by enzymes to sug-
ars which appears as the
sprout emerges from the
seed. However by day 3 the
ME content will be the same
as unsprouted grain and within
a week will be 60% of its origi-
nal value so as the sprout dies
due to the inevitable drying of
the grain the sugars are
bleached from the sprout.
With the above mentioned
information it could be said

that this weather damaged
grain is worth approximately
60% of good grains. Keep in
mind that when formulating
diets a certain amount of en-
ergy density is required for
certain production criteria’s, if
this cannot be met then a
lower production output can
only be achieved. For example
if a milking cow requires 230
megajoules (M]) of ME/day, by
introducing a lower ME grain
giving her only 220 MJ/day one
of two things can occur; pro-

duction can drop by 1.5-2.5
litres or she will milk more of
her back thus causing issues
later in the lactation period.
The easiest way of knowing the
quality is checking the bulk den-
sity of the grain as it gives an
indication of the energy density
of grain.

A simple guide is listed below:

Wheat: If the bulk density is
below 70kg/hl then the energy
level will decline

Barley (Feed): If the bulk density
is below 60kg/hl then the en-
ergy level will decline
Triticale: If the bulk density is
below 67kg/hl then the energy
level will decline

Sorghum: If the bulk density is
below 70kg/hl then the energy
level will decline.

In summary if the correct
diet formulation cannot be
achieved due to wrong
decisions on feed purchases
then this will have a direct
impact on feed conversion
and profitability.
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A group of pro-active beef
farmers from Northern
NSW attended the second

Keenan Beef Feedbunk
tour, held this year. The
two-day tour involved

farm visits demonstrating
Keenan beef feeding sys-
tems and allowed partici-
pants to see cattle before
and after slaughter at Car-
gill abattoir, Tamworth.
The tour kicked off at Bob
Jamieson’s property
“Rivendell”, Inverell,
where the group were
able to view the PACE
system in action, making a
Mech-fiber™ ration to
precise weight and mixing
revolutions. The mix was
assessed in the trough for
its physical attributes in-
cluding chop length, den-
sity, moisture, and particle
distribution.

Mobile feed troughs de-
signed by Trevor Jellicoe,
“Teangi” Guyra, offer a
simple and effective solu-
tion for paddock supple-
menting and finishing.

Keenan nutritionist, James
Bjorksten commented,
“it’s critical to consistently
Mech-fiber™

ration with ideal physi-

present a

- cal characteristics and
af to monitor and manage
¥ feed out delivery to
B drive improved per-
1 i formance on feed”.
= S\l “The PACE system
m— > N\ allows feeding opera-
tors to assess residual feed
in the feed trough before
making their next load and
adjust the quantity of feed
delivered to each pen ac-
cordingly”. This informa-

tion

Farmers inspecting the
Mech-fiber™ ration pro-
duced by the PACE system
at “Rivendell”, Inverell.

is entered into the

PACE software and up-
loaded to the weigh box,
where the batch weight is
automatically  calculated.
This ensures that only the
required quantity of ration
is mixed in the wagon and
each pen of cattle receives
the required amount of
feed depending on their
appetite.

Since the introduction of
the PACE system at
“Rivendell” ol
September, 2010 average
daily live weight gains in
the feedlot lifted
from 1.58kg/d to an im-
pressive 2.47kg/d with a
feed efficiency of 215kg/t
DM (FCR of 4.65:1). This
has reduced cost/kg gain
from $1.89 to $1.21.

on the

have

A pen of cattle destined
for the Woolworths trade
were inspected on the
hoof at “Rivendell” during
the farm visit. The same
pen of cattle was viewed in
lairage and again over the
hook on the kill floor at
Cargill abattoir the next
morning. This live to dead
exercise enabled the group
to see the finished prod-
uct, to hone their live as-
sessment skills and to
learn some important facts
about the impact of nutri-
tion and management car-
cass quality and meeting
carcass specifications.
The pen of 55hd averaged
500kg live-weight, 265kg

www.keenan.com.au

Northern NSW Beel Feedbunk Tour

12th & 13th October 2010

HSCW, 10mm average pH
fat and yielded 53% of full
weight.

Other Keenan farm hosts
included Jon Cumming and
Trevor Jellicoe of Guyra,
Tom Woolaston of Somer-
ton and Kevin Weiss of
Bundurra. A range of topics
were covered during the
farm visits including meth-
ods of paddock feeding, self
-feeder and trough designs,
feedlot pen and contain-
ment yard design, feed
storage facilities, the soda
grain process, importance
of longer, functional hay
and straw, as well as the
value of feedlot compost.

A common theme for all
farm visits was the impor-
tance of measuring cattle
performance on any feeding
system and to minimize
cost’kg live weight gain.
Keenan farmers are reduc-
ing their cost/kg live weight
gain and boosting margins
by improving utilization of
pasture, home grown and
purchased feeds. Feeding a
Mech-fiber™ ration is inte-
gral to this process.

Bruce Picone of Tallawanta, Moree
presented on the value of feedlot
compost for boosting biol ogical
activity of soilsand reducing the

requirement for synthetic fertilizer.
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Managing the Risk of Ryegrass Staggers

With a wetter than average summer and autumn predicted graziers should be aware of the risk of ryegrass staggers.

Perennial and hybrid ryegrass contains an endophyte (Neotyphodium lolii) which is held within the plant for approximately 5 to 6
months peaking during summer and autumn months. The endophyte and plant have a mutually beneficial relationship- the endo-
phyte produces chemicals (called alkaloids) which help to protect the plant from insect attack and may make it more drought tol-
erant, while the plant provides the endophyte somewhere to live (i.e. inside the plant) and nutrients for it to survive. The alka-
loids produced by the endophyte include Peramine, Ergovaline and Lolitrem B. Lolitrem B is the main alkaloid that causes the
problems with the health of your stock.

Symptoms typically develop 7 to 14 days after stock start grazing toxic parts of the plant and include:

® Behavioural changes, animals become more flighty or nervous

®  Slight tremor of the head and twitching of muscles in the neck, shoulder and flank

® Nodding of head and jerky limb movements

® Swaying and staggering

®  Stiff stilted gait

®  Collapse, extension of head, arching of back, rigid tetanic extension of legs

® |eg and trunk stiffness causing hesitancy in movement

® Tendency to fall, stand with legs splayed out

® May kneel on forelegs or ‘dogsit’ on hind legs

® Collapse, flexion rather than extension of legs

Some strategies to reduce the risk of ryegrass staggers include Figure 1. Sheep affected with Perennial
- Try to avoid animals grazing close to the ground RyEgrass Stagyers

- Block grazing with balanced fertiliser moving stock on a daily basis Source: DPI website (www.dpi.vic.gov.au)

- Renovate pastures using some clover and other varieties of pastures
- Consider feedlotting when toxicity is at high levels

Stress

Stress is a term commonly used today, and something as a nutritional advisor we don’t know where to go or how to
respond when we meet with the phenomenon, either in the paddock, on the feedpad or at the kitchen table. But to be
sure we have come across a lot of it this past spring, still currently seeing a lot of it but more importantly stress has
been a fact of life on farms around the world for years and centuries. Half the battle | see in my meager experience is
realizing that you’re not alone and that a lot of compatriots are in the same boat.

So quickly to say that there is a strong relationship between stress with the pasture plant in the paddock and possibly
some of the stress that your experiencing at the Milk $$ income level. Some causative factors are within your control
but there are a lot that are out of your control. Please do not be afraid to ask for help or guidance from both, techni-
cal farm advisors, like Keenan Mech-fiber™ Specialists, and personal advice that may be the meeting and talking
through issues off farm with friends or other professionals in the agri-industry.

So what has been the cycle of events that have been experienced on farm, currently and during this past Spring? Ear-
lier in the season In the paddock, the grass was stressed with a grey reddish colour due to the intensity and longevity
of the cold and wet. That colour has changed to a normal green hue now in the paddocks but unfortunately the stress
levels experienced by the grass plant to date has led to a rapid seeding of pasture swards which are highly fibrous
(>45% NDF) and low in both energy (<10.5mjME) and protein (<20%CP) density. This has led to lower production
response from the herd in the milk vat where targeted supplementary feed was not practiced to maintain a predictable
performance. The follow on from a lower production (milk yield, fat yield and protein yield) response has been an
effect on a less than ideal cash flow response to your business - And the summer holidays are coming!

For professional help in relation to stress related issues you can call the beyondblue helpline on 131114, otherwise

we would also suggest finding your local Rural Counselling Service which you can find by searching ‘Rural Counselling
Service’ in Google and clicking on your relevant location.

www.keenan.com.au
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Managing Partial Mixed Rations on Pasture
based Farms

This past autumn through to the end of this spring has offered mixed fortunes to dairy farmers. With more
rain, higher water storage levels and a predicted, higher than average summer rainfall to come it will lead to
a good extended grazing season. However, dairy farmers are facing greater challenges managing partial
mixed rations (PMR) for optimum milk response as feed quality in the paddock declines during the season.

With the possibility of grazing more mature pastures for longer it is important for this feed to be properly
supplemented to maintain cow performance and subsequent milk income. For example if cows are grazing
ryegrass swards after seed development the energy density of this feed will have declined from 12mjME to
[0-11 mjME/kg dry matter (DM) and can continue to decline as the plant matures and goes to seed.

Many dairy farmers will take advantage of this extra paddock feed in a number of ways. The response is of-
ten to drop out supplementary feeding on the feed pad in favour of more questionable quality grazed pas-
ture along with higher levels of slug feeding concentrates in the dairy bale. Maintaining grazing intakes
greater than 14kgs DM cannot be consistently achieved. However, dairy cows on a pasture and concen-
trate program present a challenge for cows, nutritionists and farmers alike, due to ever fluctuating pasture
quality, availability and an unpredictable milk yield response.

Milk production and milk components are often lower on a pasture and concentrate system due to an in-
consistency in total dry matter intake (DMI) and a seriously compromised rumen, for functionality and ru-
men health to convert all feed consumed efficiently. Feed conversion efficiency has fallen by as much as
20% this season to date where a balance PMR ration approach to managing herd performance has not been
followed. This is leading to significant knock on effects on milk yield and dairy business cashflows around
the country.

Where a targeted approach has been taken on farm to graze pastures at an ideal 2600-2800kgs dry matter
(DM) per hectare pre grazing cover, and this diet balanced with a quality Mech-fiber™ PMR, herd perform-
ance has been maintained along with making full utilization of this valuable grazing resource on the dairy
milking block. Any pre grazing cover higher than this (2800kgs DM/Ha) should be immediately harvested as
a quality milking pasture silage for use later in the season while also having these paddocks returning quickly
to the grazing cycle on the farm.

A quality Mech-fiber™ PMR provides the advantage of a more uniform ration throughout the grazing sea-
son producing a predictable milk response from a uniform and healthy rumen. This will minimize rumen
digestive problems coming from associated slug feeding of concentrates or unbalanced dietary pasture,
therefore providing a higher milk production, milk fat and protein yield. Mech-fiber™ PMR’s have also been
shown to maintain better cow condition, better reproductive response and an improved health status for
your herd.

Consistent monitoring of pasture quality and intake is required for a PMR system to feed your cows opti-
mally, while reducing feed waste on the feed pad and through the digestion process in the rumen. The
Keenan PACE system offers the advantage of being able to adjust cow numbers up or down for the amount
of mix required to suit the feed available in each paddock while presenting the ideal Mech-fiber™ PMR
ration every day.

www.keenan.com.au
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Parts Summer Sale

MINOR AND MAJOR
SERVICE KITS AVAILABLE!

ALL DESIGNED AND PRICED
TO SUIT YOUR MACHINE ON

ORDER
BENEFITS '
Keeps running costs down * IS:afety Beneflts
Easy to order a bundled package ® antastIF ‘prlces . .
Kit pricing is more economical than indicidual parts * More ff|C|enF chopping, mixing and fa%ster feed-gut
¢ Improves animal performance by having feed mixed to

Have spare stock on hand for whenever you need it
Ensure a stress free feeding season
Labour saving

the required level for optimum digestion—Mech-fiber™

Call Alex on (03) 5448 5000 and
Quote the reference code ‘SSPS002’ to get your discount

5% discount off spare parts and FREE* freight for all parts orders valued at over $2000.

Offer ends 24th December 2010 or while stocks last.
Avoid disappointment and order NOW!

* Terms and Conditions Apply

Our intention is to distribute this on a quarterly Keenan Physical
basis, so please advise by what means you would like  Nutritionist Contacts

to receive the Nourishing News by filling in your

information below and sending this form back to us ~ Chris O’Neill (Qld & WA)

) . . 0419 592 312
via fax, post or email (details below): chriso@keenan.com.au

NAME:

Graeme Norris (Vic & Tas)
ADDRESS: 0429 349 627
EMAIL: graemen@keenan.com.au
FAX:

Melissa Lewis (Western Vic)
[] I would like to receive my newsletter via EMAIL / POST / FAX (please circle) 0448 807 188
O I do not wish to continue receiving the Nourishing News newsletter melissam@keenan.com,au
Keenan Pty Ltd Ph: (03) 5448 5000 james Bjorksten (NSW)
285 Midland Hwy, Epsom Fax: (03) 5448 5088 0408 054 712
Victoria, 3551 Email: office@keenan.com.au

jamesb@keenan.com.au

www.keenan.com.au
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Farm to Farm Fair Trader

LOCAL FAIR TRADE PRICES FORAGE & GRAINS

AUSTRALIA WIDE
Hay & Straw

John Farley-Ph: 0429 439 285
QUEENSLAND

Irrigated Rhodes Grass

Stephen Keating-Ph: 0429 961 257
Lucerne Hay & Ryegrass Haylage
Finlay Bros.-Ph: 07 4653 5130

Hay & Silage, Protein Meals

Darren Beeton-Ph: 07 4741 1644
Brisbane Exports-Ph: 07 3723 9800
Straw, Grain & Silage

Tony Mula-Ph: 0419 637793

Hay & Straw (NSW & QLD)

R A C Agribusiness:

Ph: 02 6753 3044 or 0428 657062
Malcom Crookshank: Ph: 03 5829 9870
Bulk Molasses-Up to 25T (NSW & QLD)
Ray Hayes-Ph: 0428 666 782

Barley (NSW & QLD)

Matthew Tonkin-Ph: 0427 007 610
NEW SOUTH WALES

Hay & Straw, Grain & Straights

Barry Keir-Ph: 0428 471 221

Evans Bulk Haulage - Tony Evans
Ph: 02 6948 8370 or 0428 572 212
Greg McWilliam-Ph: 0428 696 490
Andrew Turner-Ph: 0427 224 309
Ashley McQualter-Ph: 0427 458 237
Hay & Straw, Grain & Straights
(NSW & VIC)

Alan Coldwell-Ph: 0429 852 933

F1 Feed Barley, Barley Hay 8 x 4 x3 &
OatenHay 8x 4x3

Tom Harvey—Ph: 02 6887 3134 or
0428 972 277

Cereal Silage (NSW & VIC)

Peter Hermann-Ph: 02 6955 2369 or
Mob: 0427 324 305

NEW SOUTH WALES (continued)

Wheaten Hay, Wheaten Haylage,

Canola Haylage & Fieldpea Haylage (NSW &

VIC)

Duncan Lander-Ph: 02 6343 5119 or 0429 908

750

VICTORIA

Hay & Straw

David Cook-Ph: 0419 639 368
Brendan Lane-Ph: 0412 364 104
Colin Milgate-Ph: 0428 857633
Phil Wade-Ph: 0437 340 430
Russell Phillips-Ph: 0429 440 045
Bill Janetzki-Ph: 03 5334 5463 or
0421961 654

Andrew Davis-Ph: 03 5350 2229
Jamie Park-Ph: 0427728 298
Kieran Molloy-Ph: 0439 961 345
Frank Harney - Ph: 0428511525
Molasses

Intelact-Ph: 0418 535715
Performance Feeds Pty Ltd - Neale McKay
Ph: 03 5422 1844 0or 0439 799 623
Header Chaff

Nick Hogan-Ph: 0427 677 861
Canola Hay

Garry Bailey-Ph: 0417 338 217
Oats & Lupins

David Mclnnes-Ph: 03 5350 4240
Cereal & Vetch Hay

Shane McGrath-Ph: 0427 858 264
Oaten Hay

Bill McGrath-Ph: 0403194 499
Barley, Wheat Straw & Wheaten Hay
Chris Hewitt-Ph: 0427 572 201
Andrew Davis-Ph: 03 5350 2229
Frank Harney - Ph: 0428511525
Almond Hulls

Andy Gorman-Ph: 0409 661 343

VICTORIA (continued)

Grains & Protein Meals

John Kingwill-Ph: 0429 466 212
Adrian McDonald-Ph: 0418 505 685
Copra Meal

Chris Wilksch-Ph: 0427 919 276
Wheat, Barley, Canola Hay, Vetch Hay &
Olive Thomas-12ME gProtien

Gavin Sait-Ph: 0428 590 050
Lucerne Hay

Stephen Whitsed-Ph: 02 6076 0539
Mark Hooper-Ph: 0427 500 590
Canola Silage & Protein Mix

Sam Wilson-Ph: 0419 564 546
(WEST VIC)

Leo Kelly-Ph: 0427 873 518

Straw, Oaten Hay, Wheaten Barley

Jarrod O’ Sullivan Mob: 0413 777 973
SOUTH AUSTRALIA

Heifer Agistment

Terry & Julie Zohs Ph: 08 8768 8014
John Bridger (Clare)

Ph: 08 8842 2044

Straw, Cereal Hay, Oaten Hay
Grains & Legumes

Steve Murray-Ph: 08 8573 3077
Mob: 0427 648 215

Hayden Weckert-Ph: 08 8573 3063
Mob: 0428 733 2233

Dean Scott - Ph: 08 8573 3059
Mob: 0438 813 649

Philip Giles-Ph: 0418 838 726
Bronte Zadow-Ph: 0409 352 050
Clover Leaf Contractors

Tom Hunt-Ph: 0428 849 814
TASMANIA

Lucerne Hay

Rob Bayles-Ph: 03 6398 51 76/0418 137 667

If you have any products available for sale and would like to advertise in the Keenan Farm to Farm Fair Trader we would love to hear from you!
Contact Brooke today on (03) 5448 5000 or email brookem @keenan.com.au . Warning: Any suppliers will be removed if poor products are supplied.

"KEENAN PROVIDING CLIENTS WITH THE CONTACTS TO SAVE THEM MONEY, YOU DO YOUR OWN DEAL".



mailto:brookem@keenan.com.au

